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E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A ™

In every view, there is a story.  Like a window to the 
past, the landscape before you represents a timeline 
of natural and cultural events.  Within the panorama 
that is Glen Canyon, stories and secrets are revealed; 
and through exploration, we discover some of its 
mysteries.  Glance over the Glen Canyon landscape, 
and imagine events form a distant past.

The Story Within the 
View

Wahweap Overlook Viewing Guide
A short journey from the Carl Hayden Visitor Center, you will 
find the Wahweap Overlook.  This high point offers a 360-degree 
panorama of the Glen Canyon National Recreation Area.  It is a 
“must see” at anytime of day, however, sunrise and sunset adds a 
fusion of brilliant color to this awe-inspiring scene.  There is a shade 
shelter and a bench for your viewing comfort. Bring a picnic, camera, 
and binoculars along and enjoy this delightful view. 
 
Safety Comes First  
Take plenty of water. Wear sunglasses, sunscreen, and a hat.  Avoid 
hiking in the hottest part of the day.  Tell a friend where you are hiking 
and when you will be home. There is no railing at the viewpoint.  Parts of 
the edge are very slippery.  Watch your footing, and keep track of your 
children!
Leave No Trace  
Pack garbage out.  Don’t disturb any plants or animals you come across.  
Dogs must stay on leashes no longer than six feet.

Map to Wahweap Overlook.
From the Carl Hayden Visitor Center, drive north on Hwy 89 for approximately 3 miles 
(4.8km).  Turn right at the “Scenic View” sign.  Drive up the dirt hill to the overlook.  The 
overlook is open from dawn to dusk.

Tower Butte

In 1869 Major John Wesley Powell led an expedition 
down the Colorado River, taking copious notes about 
the geography, geology, natural and cultural history 
he encountered along the way.  With the building 
of the Glen Canyon Dam, nearly a century later, 
his namesake would christen the reservoir.  Lake 
Powell and the Colorado River provide water, vital to 
western habitation, by contributing to crop irrigation 
and water resources for the lower basin states of 
California, Nevada and Arizona, as well as Mexico.  
In addition, it provides clean hydroelectric power.  

The Colorado River and 
Lake Powell
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Perhaps you are wondering why the Glen Canyon Dam 
and the coal fired Navajo Generating Station were built 
so close to each other.  A visit to the Carl Hayden Visitor 
Center, at the Glen Canyon Dam may satisfy your 
curiosity.
Throughout the years, the Colorado River has been 
both friend and foe.  It has been a barrier to cross 
and conquer, a way to explore uncharted territories, 
a provider of vital resources, and simply a means to 
experience the adventure of it all.  Lake Powell and 
the Colorado River continue to fulfill our zest for 
adventure.
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Colorado River Narrows
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